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The Farmington River Archaeological Project:   
CCSU Summer Field School, 2017
Anth 450

Directed by Professor Ken Feder of 
the CCSU Department of 
Anthropology, the Farmington River 
Archaeological Project (FRAP) is an 
ongoing site survey that has resulted 
in the discovery of more than 250 
archaeological sites in the 
Farmington River Valley in central 
Connecticut. Dating from as much as 
10,000 years ago and to as recently as 
the mid-nineteenth century, these 
sites represent the remnants of 
villages, quarries, burial grounds, 
and hunting stands—in essence, the 
archaeological remains of the 
communities of the native 
inhabitants of the Farmington Valley. 

Central students as well as those from other institutions across the United States 
have participated in FRAP as part of our archaeology field school course (Anth 
450), excavating archaeological sites and receiving three or six academic credits. 
The work accomplished by these students has contributed immeasurably to our 
understanding of the ancient past of southern New England.

The Soapstone Quarry

Our most recent research has focused on the nearly 3,000-year-old Walter Landgraf 
Soapstone Quarry located in Barkhamsted, Connecticut. Charcoal found in association 
with soapstone quarry remnants has been dated to 2,730+30 years ago. We will return to 
the quarry in CCSU’s first summer session of 2017 (May 30-June 30). You can participate 
in this important project.
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Students can register for 3 
or 6 credits in Anth 450 

(Summer School Session 1) 
and participate in our 

prehistoric archaeology 
field school. For more 
information, contact 

Anthropology Professor 
Ken Feder 

(feder@ccsu.edu).

The main quarry boulder. You can see five unfinished and “unharvested” bowl 
forms in this photo.
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       Soapstone bowl fragment found at the site. Quarry tools.

Soapstone is a soft rock that can be carved into various shapes. Before they began 
making clay pots, the aboriginal inhabitants of our region relied on soapstone for the 
production of waterproof and fireproof cooking vessels.  Many aboriginal soapstone 
quarries have been destroyed by modern development and are, therefore, lost to 
archaeologists. Fortunately, the Walter Landgraf Soapstone Quarry (now designated as 
a Connecticut State Archaeological Preserve) is largely intact, having been preserved 
by its location in a state forest.

Come dig with us in Summer 
2017 and help:

1. Map all in-place quarry 
remnants.

2. Photograph all in-place quarry 
remnants.

3.  Excavate 1-meter-square units 
in the vicinity of those quarry 
remnants. These excavations 
will involve scraping soil 
levels down with small, hand-
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held trowels. All soil will be passed through 1/8th inch mesh hardware cloth.

4. Excavate shovel-dug test pits in the area around the location of the quarry remnants.

Help us uncover Connecticut’s fascinating ancient history. Work in and learn about the 
field of archaeology—and receive academic credit for your work.


