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Ȱ-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÍÁÎËÉÎÄ ÆÁÃÅÓ Á 
crossroads.  One path leads to despair and utter 
hopelessness.  The other, to total extinction.  Let us 
ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÔÏ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȢȱ 

--7ÏÏÄÙ !ÌÌÅÎȟ Ȱ3ÐÅÅÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÓȢȱ



Charge to the Ad Hoc Committee

)ÍÐÒÏÖÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔȭÓ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÁÔÅȠ ÁÎÄ

Prepare graduates for successful entry into college of the workplace, 
predicated on the completion of required full-and half-year courses, end-
of-course examinations, authentic assessments and career paths reflecting 
the individual needs and aspirations of each student.

Based on a framework developed by the State Department of Education in 
conjunction with the PK-16 Council, the Committee shall recommend which 
secondary courses and end-of-course examinations must be passed by all 
students to receive a high school diploma by 2015, as well as the essential 
21st Century Skills needed to work successfully in a global economy.

The Committee will formulate its recommendations . . . solicit pubic opinion 
and feedback, analyze the financial implications of the recommendations, 
and present its final proposal to the State Board of Education . . . 
(McQuillan& Voss, 2008, pp. 4-5)



Concerns to be Addressed by the Ad Hoc 
Committee

ÔÈÅ ȰÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÇÁÐȱ ÉÎ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔȟ 

the need for large numbers of secondary school graduates to take remedial 
coursework at the college and university levels, 

claims that secondary school graduates are often unprepared for the 
workplace and that a Connecticut secondary school diploma has low 
economic value, 

growing numbers of school districts in Connecticut facing NCLB sanctions, 

extremely high juvenile incarceration rates for both Hispanic and African 
American males, 

the need to better prepare students to function in a global economy. 
(McQuillan& Voss, 2008)



Components of the Student Success Plan
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Ȱ-ÁÔÒÉØ ÏÆ #ÈÏÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ 
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The Connecticut Plan

High School Requirements (25 credits)

Cluster 1:Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) (8 credits)

Cluster 2: Humanities (9 credits)

Cluster 3:Career and Life Skills (3.5 credits)

Open Electives (3.5 credits)

Capstone Experience (1 credit)



Cluster 2: Humanities

Cluster 2: Humanities (9 credits)

English (4 credits)

English Language Arts I

English Language Arts II

Literature and Composition

Full-year Elective


