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For more than two decades,
CCSU has been distinguished by
the George R. Muirhead Center
for International Education

(CIE), which has served as the

hub of the
programs and opportunities for
faculty, students, and the State
of Connecticut generally. This
year, the CIE is pleased to spon-
sor two initiatives of particular
importance. In November, Cen-
tral is proud to host a system
wide International Education
Conference, aday -long event
that will showcase presentations
from colleagues representing
every institution in the Connecti-
cut State University system and
featuring diverse discussions of
globally -focused scholarship,
attitudes, and perspectives.

Uni vers

This semester also marks the
beginning of
ment to a campus

tematic plan for global educa-

tion. Currently dubbed the In-

ternationalization Laboratory,
this initiative, which began in
September, is guided by the
American Council on Education

(ACE) and a 21 -member faculty

committee that represents all
schools and many departments
of the University. It will be the
task of this group, which is co
chaired by Professor Lilian Uribe
and myself, to assess the many,
often disparate, components of
international education at CCSU
and to craft a common vision for
internationalizing the campus by
integrating identifiable goals into
all aspects of the curriculum.
The internationalization plan,
which may take two years or
more to complete, is expected
to include the assessment of
current programs, such as
Courses Abroad and CCSU -
sponsored partnerships over-
seas, as well as the extent to
which Central ds
schools accept responsibility for
the education of globally -
competent students. Even more
than that, the assessment will
enable us to define what we
mean when we speak of global
competence and international
education for our students.

C C S U6 In addition to these larger initia-
-wide, sys-

tives, mention must also be

made of CIl E®s

areas. This year, Christie Ward

is pleased to report the enroll-
ment of a record number of

international students on cam-
pus for Intensive English Lan-

guage Program (IELP) training;
interest i

world -wi de
English language program has
now more than doubled. This
academic year also marks a

progress

record number of faculty  -led
Courses Abroad, overseen and
administered by Lisa Marie Bige-
low. Together with marketing
responsibility for all CCSU pro-
grams, Nancy Weissmann is
currently overseeing the CCSU
students who are studying
abroad at our partner universi-
ties this year 1 almost 50%

more than 2007 -2008. In addi-

tion, Toyin Ayeni is providing
programming and immigration
services to nearly 350 interna-
tional students and scholars in
2008 -2009. And, we are

d e ppieasedrtoeannibunce éhat Carol

Lummis has joined our staff as
Secretary Il for the Center. As
for myself, | am delighted to
have joined this wonderful team
and to have the opportunity to
play a role in
even more for international edu-
cation. All of us look forward to

working with you in the year
ahead!

n

CCSUbds

Passport to Global Citizenship: A London Seminar for First Year Students

CCSU is committed to graduat-
ing globally competent stu-
dents. In an effort to fulfill this
mission, the Center for Interna-
tional Education offers a wide
variety of overseas study pro-
grams including courses
abroad, full -semester/year
study abroad and a new initia-
tive designed especially for
first -year students, The Pass-
port to Global Citizenship Pro-
gram.

The Passport program is an
opportunity for first  -year stu-
dents to participate in a struc-
tured, guided international
travel experience. The program
will provide students with a

first -hand opportunity to ex-
perience the history of London
and contemporary British cul-
ture. Prof. Jarek Strzemien,
Professor Emeritus of Theatre
at CCSU, will lead the program.

Seventy -five students are regis-
tered for this

which includes a series ofon -
campus pre -departure meetings

to acquaint students with the
details of the program and nu-
ances of international travel; a
four night/five day visit to Lon-
don, which will include walking
tours of historic London and the
financial district, museum visits,
and theatre and musical per-
formances.

year 0s
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Taking Body and Mind Abroad: A Trip to Jafpa&n mark Jones, History

On May 26 ', 2008,
Dr. Shizuko To-
moda and | took a
group of 20 CCSU
students to Japan
for two weeks.
After a 3 -hour de-
lay in Detroit, we
finally arrived in
our Kyoto hotel at
1AM, but all were
up and ready to go
eight hours later
that same morning.

- The goal of the

Dr. Shizuko Tomoda (center, weat;”;gas envisioned by Dr. To-
green) led this delightful grouq moda and myself, was to take

CCSU students on a course abrpeut stidents and their minds

Japan with ctirector Dr. Mark Jor{@2road. We wanted not only to
transport their bodies to a dif-

ferent world, but also to open
their minds and to help them
hY 1 see the worjd from a t 1

(0] I m sorr-r ype;spectlve We wa d mn
can fUIIy eXp|aIn Wh transcend the familiarity of

eir lives at CCSU and to ap-
e, even if momentarily,

We We nt th rOU g h N Ot Véit different society and its

make their way through

at |eaSt JUSt knOW thdﬁe ﬁﬁrld Of course, one thing

changes you, my god:dton tamiia the aramiiar
changes you. | would'aﬂdgdf Studonts were amazed
back Without a SECONE: saebal how hahonby
thought And Somed dressed the Japanese were, and

when they're ready, | &

efficiently their transporta-
KLetwo;It( ra;n Yet, ugdenlat-
eir attention was drawn to
take m Chlldren theﬁ'lfé)unfamlllar to those parts of
Wy ehl been exposed i the United
[tO HII’OShIma and States, and to those aspects of
. 0 d p
Nagasaki]. And we Wil ha never imagined before.
continue this cycle until™

had never imagined before
. Our trip to Kyoto and Nagasaki
any idea of total warhi ghiighted Japano

heritage. Nearly one thousand

bel ng acce ptable | Syears before the American

Revolution of 1776, Kyoto was

St”pped from the m|ntd d running as the ancient
f capi ital of Japan. Home to court
tocrats, power hungry samu-

0 me n. gsBuddhlst monks, and the
working masses, Kyoto wowed

N Quote from Studenstudents with its artifacts of

Japands past. Stu
part|C|pant in the programnoment of meditation at the
centuries -old Zen temple Nan-
zeniji, followed by a lunch of
typical Buddhist fare 9 tofu; they

toured the 17 ™ century castle
built by the shogunal family
Tokugawa as a place to enter-
tain and monitor their samurai
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vassals; they visited the country
retreat of an 11th  -century Kyoto
aristocrat and, afterward, the
Buddhist temple Tédaiji with its
breathtaking 49 -foot statue of
the Buddha. While Kyoto offered
insight into
cultural and religious origins,
the city of Nagasaki offered a
di fferent window
past 8 its longstanding engage-
ment with the outside world.

Home to Dutch and Chinese
traders since the early 1600s,

and to European and American
traders since the mid - 1800s,
Nagasaki was
tional city for over three centu-
ries. Students visited the
homes of Dutch, English, and
American traders in Nagasaki
and, in the process, came to
appreciate

cautiousthistdricaljeng nkwt
with thesruts Eﬁe

world.
Our trip to Hiroshima was the
high point of the program.
While students were first ex-
posed at the Nagasaki Atomic
Bomb Museum to the devasta-
tion wrought by the atomic
bombs dropped on Japan by
America in 1945, our visit to
Hiroshima provided students
with a full three days to ponder
the past and to see the ongoing
rel evance of
experience to the world today.
The 3 -day visit was kindly and
skillfully organized by the Hi-
roshima Peace Culture Founda-
tion; it demanded that students
understand what it was like to
have an atomic bomb dropped
on oneds city
Most American students under-
stand the dropping of the atomic
bomb as a political and military
decision, but they know little of
the damage inflicted, both to the
city and its residents, by the
atomic bombs. By visiting the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Mu-
seum and listening to the testi-
mony of atomic bomb survivors,
our students were often left
speechless, as they looked at
pictures of bodies deformed,
incinerated, and burned beyond
recognition, and as they listened
to graphic accounts of life in
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.
Many were deeply moved by the
pleas of Hiroshima citizens to
end the threat of nuclear war in
the world today. One student
wrote after the trip:

and

Japan

Japan

Japands

Japan

Al'"m sorry, |
fully explain what we went
through. Not yet at least. Just
know that it changes you, my
god it changes you. | would go
back without a second thought.
And someday, when they're
ready, | will take my children
there [to Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki]. And we will continue
this cycle until any idea of total
war being acceptable is stripped
from the minds

In addition to taking the stu-
dents to these cities and sites,
Dr. Tomoda and | equally en-
joyed watching the students
navigate the mundane details of
daily life in a foreign country.
Experiencing Japanese food
proved a daily challenge and, at
times, a delight. Students ate
lots of rice, fish, noodles, and
other foods that, many argue,
are the source of Japanese lon-
gevity. After all, the Japanese
have the highest life expectancy
of any people in the world.
Students also regularly pricked
up their ears as they tried to
understand even the smallest
bits of the Japanese language
that was being used around
them. By the end of the trip,
they had mastered many basic
Japanese pleasantries and a few
of the students were even plan-
ning on taking first  -year Japa-
nese this fall!

On June 8th, our students re-
turned home to Connecticut with
a sense of accomplishment. For
many students, simply setting
foot on Japanese soil was the
fulfillment of a lifelong dream;
yet such a sense of accomplish-
ment was also coupled with a
deepened curiosity. Having now
been abroad, these students
possessed a desire to take both
body and mind abroad again, if
not to Japan then to somewhere
else. Truth be told, if this trip
and all other CCSU study abroad
trips work their magic properly,
they leave the students unsatis-
fied, butin a good way. Thatis
to say, studying abroad leaves
students craving more knowl-
edge of the world beyond CCSU
and desirous of other experi-
ences that will help them to see
the world from a new perspec-
tive and to understand the com-
plexities of our contemporary
globe just a little bit better.

don
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Manuel Lorenzo, Exchange Student from Spal
Member of the CCSU Engineering Team in th
Human Powered Vehicle Competition

Studying abroad is a challenge,
where each day is a new differ-
ent experience. Central has
brought me the chance to con-
tinue studying f
degree and at the same time
discover a whole new culture,
sharing all those new experi-
ences with people from around
the world.

Starting a new life where you
don6t know many
tough and small problems seem
to be huge issues. However,
thanks to those
just met and the CIE members
who, wi t h
listen to you and make your life
easier, after a couple of weeks
you start walking by yourself.
What at the beginning were
difficulties now are anecdotes
to talk about with your friends.

Maybe one of the most difficult
tasks an exchange student has
to face is getting involved in the
American way of life. Here is
where | found the help of my
classmates and professors.
They solved my doubts, helped
me with course registration,
and brought me for dinner to
Afamily
get involved in the academic

or

pe

fr

mot her 6s

restaurant

life I entered into the Human
Powered Vehicle project.

One of my professors brought
me the opportunity to take part
in a rewarding engineering pro-
ject, working on the design and
manufacturing of three different
kinds of aerodynamic human
powered vehicles.

The fASmooth
speed up to 35mph and is
made of Kevlar and carbon
fiber; we presented the project
data and competed against
other schools in the ASME west
coast vehicle challenge, in Reno
Nevada.

Passi

On campus, we have scheduled
two presentations, one during
the CCSU Undergraduate Re-
search and Creative Achieve-
ment Day and the second one
during the American Society
Mechanical Engineering confer-
ence hosted by Central in April.

At the same time, we are build-
ing t he
which can speed up to 50mph
and will race this Fall semester.

The last vehicle we are working
on is a wet submarine, which
will be tested in the swimming

ASpeed20d,

pool of the school. This vehicle
wondét be finished u
spring 2009.

Finally, from my experience
here in Central, | would really
like to encourage all those stu-
dents who are hesitating about
studying abroad to go for it,
because itodés a
experience, full of new feelings
that bring you into a different
life style. Once it starts, it
never ends.

rewarding life

n

New University Partnership Agreement Signeda Marie Bigelow

CCSUbds presence
East has been expanded to
include a bilateral partnership
with United Arab Emirates Uni-

versity (see  http:/
www.uaeu.ac.ae/ ).

The partnership, established
under the leadership of Dr.
Ghassan El -Eid of the CCSU
Political Science Department, is
intended to offer CCSU students
an opportunity to enhance their
knowledge and increase their
understanding of the Middle
East, specifically the Persian/
Arabian Gulf, a vitally important
region. In an increasingly in-

i n terdependent world, and in the
wake of relentless globalization,
it is more important than ever
to internationalize our curricu-
lum here at CCSU. This part-
nership will assist us in achiev-
ing this goal.

The University is located  in Al -
Ain, Emirate of Abu Dhabi, a
member of the United Arab
Emirates. It is the premier na-
tional university in the country.
Established as a full bilateral
study abroad program, partici-
pating CCSU and UAEU stu-
dents pay all tuition and fees to

the home university and room
and board costs locally at the
host site, where they are of-
fered the option of living on
off -campus. Students may
study full time for a single se-
mester or full academic year,
beginning in Fall 2009.

- or

current”
A building on the campus of United

Arab Emirates Uni
newest exchange partner.

For a listing of
active academic partnerships,
please visit  http://
www.ccsu.edu/cie/

studyabroad/
studyabroadsites.htm
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