
The committee will continue to 

meet in the Spring semester to 

discuss further possibilities.    

The Spring semester also prom-

ises to have Director of CIE po-

sition finalists available for cam-

pus interviews.  The search 

committee spent the Fall semes-

ter reviewing approximately 70 

applications and in January will 

be making its final deliberations.   

The search committee strongly 

encourages the campus to at-

tend finalists’ interviews and 

share their views with the 

search chair, Paulette Lemma. 

The Center for International 

Education maintained its usual 

busy schedule in Fall 2007.  A 

new initiative was begun when 

the CIE  engaged a group of 

instructional and administrative 

faculty to lay a foundation for 

the future of the CIE.  Paul Re-

setarits and the Interim Director 

were asked by Provost Carl 

Lovitt to chair this committee 

and invite all interested faculty 

to attend.   

The committee met five times 

over the course of the Fall se-

mester.  Participants began with 

a review of CIE’s  past and the 

present and proceeded to plan 

for the future.  A major outcome 

of the meetings included a draft 

of a new mission for the Center 

for International Education and 

a vision statement on how the 

mission might be fulfilled.   

The additional plan of joining 

The Internationalization Labora-

tory of the American Council on 

Education (ACE) was approved 

by the president and provost. 

Participating in this laboratory, 

whose purpose is to assist insti-

tutions in developing strategies 

for comprehensive internation-

alization, should help CCSU in-

still broad, synergistic practices 

and integrated approaches to 

international education.   

Message from the CIE Inter im Director, Paulette  Lemma  

Cour ses  Abroad  Increas ingly  Popular  Among Students  

As anyone who has heard Presi-

dent Miller address the campus 

knows, he would like to see 

every student have an interna-

tional experience while at 

CCSU.   

For some, this experience will 

come through studying abroad 

for a full semester or academic 

year.  Many students, however, 

cannot spend an extended time 

abroad and look for short-term 

programs, offered over Winter-

session, Spring Break and Sum-

mer, to gain increased first-

hand cross-cultural knowledge, 

travel experience, and an op-

portunity to study their chosen 

discipline in a foreign setting.  

Through the Course Abroad 

Program, which serves nearly 

300 students annually, CCSU 

faculty travel with groups of 9 

to 20 students to an overseas 

location and use that setting as 

a field classroom.  

During Wintersession 2008, six 

faculty members led forty stu-

dents on three courses abroad 

to Italy, France and Belize.  

During the coming Spring 

Break, eleven faculty members 

will direct 89 students on five 

courses abroad to Brazil, Eng-

land, Ireland and Italy.   Enroll-

ment for Summer 2008 pro-

grams, of which there are 14, 

will be ongoing throughout the 

Spring semester. 

In March 2008, the CIE will 

circulate the proposal form to 

be used to propose programs 

for Winter, Spring and Summer 

2009. 

Proposals will be due in the CIE 

by May 31, 2008.  Anyone in-

terested in developing a new 

program is encouraged to meet 

with Lisa Marie Bigelow, who 

may be reached at extension 

22042. 

C E N T R A L  C O N N E C T I C U T  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

W W W . C C S U . E D U / C I E  
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WHATôS HAPPENING? 

Check out our online calen-

dar of events for upcoming 

lectures, workshops, services 

and celebrations:  

http://www.ccsu.edu/CIE/

calendar.htm  

ðððððððððð 

SAVE THE DATE:  

CCSUôs Annual   

International Festival:  

CELEBRATION  

OF  

CULTURES  

Sunday, April 13, 2008 

12 pm—4 pm  

Inside this issue: 

Fulbright Fellow to the 
European Union 

2 

Fulbright Fellow at 
CCSU 

3 

New University Partner-
ship in China 

3 

Study Abroad Experience 
in Germany 

4 

International Student  
Experience at CCSU 

5 

IELP Hosts TESOL  
Practicum Students 

5 

Meet the CIE Staff: 
Toyin Ayeni 

6 



This Fulbright fellowship was a 
long time in the making. On the 
surface, it may have seemed 
that I was hurrying to fill in the 
necessary forms by a deadline 
that was looming dangerously 
close. In reality however, I had 
been brainstorming research 
proposals since my undergradu-
ate days seven years ago. De-
spite the fact that I was in my 
third year in a career about 
which I feel passionate, for 
other reasons I felt that it was 
finally the right time to apply, so 
I decided to take the chance. I 
can wholeheartedly say that I 
am so glad I did.  

As I went through the applica-
tion process, I wondered 
whether it would make sense to 
take the risk and move across 
the ocean for a year if I did in 
fact receive the grant. But I was 
motivated both by the prospect 
of studying supranational lan-
guage policies in a dynamic part 
of the world and by the support 
of my family and friends. In-
deed, this was an opportunity to 
see sociolinguistics in action, a 
subject in which I had developed 
an avid interest during my Mas-
ters studies in TESOL at CCSU. 
Now, working on a second Mas-
ters degree in International 
Studies with a European Union 
focus, it seemed an ideal oppor-
tunity to study the link between 
the two in an authentic environ-
ment for an extended period. 

So I applied. And here I am. I 
have been in Belgium for three 
months, and in that time, I think 
I have developed a clearer un-
derstanding of what the Ful-
bright program is about. It is 
not simply an opportunity to 
conduct research and/or study 
abroad; to me, it seems that it 
is an opportunity to engage in a 
different society for a short 
time, to represent one’s univer-
sity and country, to gain in-
sights, absorb culture, and learn 
while also sharing one’s own 
culture and teaching. Perhaps it 
is even the chance to discover, 
as the French say, the je ne sais 
quoi of one’s life. 

The research that I am conduct-
ing keeps me busy, and I find 
the work fascinating. I have had 
the chance to visit many schools 
throughout Belgium and have 
observed their language class-
rooms and interviewed a diverse 
range of teachers and adminis-
trators. Also, I have been able 
to meet with ministry level pro-
fessionals who seem to form the 
vital bridge between the Euro-
pean Union community and the 
communities that compose Bel-
gium. Additionally, I have had 
the opportunity to interview 
European Commission staff. 
Through this range of interviews 
and observations, I have started 
to develop a picture of language 
teaching and learning in a part 
of the world that deeply values 
multilingualism. I look forward 
to conducting similar research in 
Sweden for the second half of 
my grant. I believe that this will 
lead to an interesting cross-
cultural analysis that highlights 
the plurilingualism of these two 
member states of the Union.  

When I think back on the last 
three months, my recollections 
are filled not just with a re-
search project but with myriad 
other memories. Of these, some 
are events sponsored by the 
Fulbright Commission, which 
have enhanced my experience 
and helped me to better under-
stand my surroundings. Through 
the Commission, I have been 
lucky enough to visit various 
parts of Belgium and Luxem-
bourg, attend a party organized 
on our behalf at the home of the 
American Ambassador, visit 
cultural and historical points of 
interest, and enjoy several won-
derful meals in varied settings. 
These opportunities have added 
a rich dimension to an experi-
ence which, after only three 
months, is actually still in its 
beginning stages.  

I am keenly aware of other 
seemingly simple memories and 
moments that collectively repre-
sent the multiple layers of this 
experience. I recall getting to 
know the extremely diverse, 

colorful and vibrant neighbor-
hood that I now call home, oc-
casionally being woken up on 
market mornings by the loud 
African or South American or 
reggae music on the street be-
low, despite living in an attic 
apartment. I think of walking 
around Brussels wondering 
whether I would ever make 
sense of the seemingly arbitrary 
assemblage of windy, cobble-
stoned streets and the pride I 
feel in now being able to give 
directions. I remember the 
unique experiences that have 
led to planned and chance 
meetings with people from all 
walks of life who are coming and 
going to all corners of the globe, 
and recognizing the value of the 
one conversation that I had with 
some to the lifelong friendships 
that it seems I’m developing 
with others. I laugh at the con-
stantly changing weather that 
has had the humbling effect of 
drenching me more than once 
after I left my house without an 
umbrella, taking for granted 
that the rare gift of a sunny, 
cloudless sky was going to stay 
for a while. Although not written 
on the website or expressed in 
the literature, I wonder whether 
these small defining moments 
are as much a part of the Ful-
bright experience as the project 
itself.  

Was J. William Fulbright thinking 
of all of these types of experi-
ences when he envisioned and 
created the exchange program 
that would become his legacy? 
While he likely was not, to me it 
seems that it is the academic, 
professional and personal ex-
periences and memories that 
make this such a valuable pro-
gram. The long process that it 
took for me to get here has paid 
off.  I am proud to represent 
CCSU and my country, and I am 
grateful to have an opportunity 
to do so through a Fulbright 
fellowship. 

Speaking òEuropeanó: 
Promot ing L inguis t ic  Divers i ty  through Publ ic 

Educat ion in  Sweden and Belg ium  

òI  have started to 
develop a picture 

of language 
teaching and 
learning in a 

part of the world 
that deeply 

values 
multilingualism.ó 
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Coming to the United States to 

study at CCSU represents the 

end of a long and rewarding 

process.  It means the materiali-

zation of a dream that I had 

long had in my mind. I wanted 

to continue my graduate educa-

tion in Psychology in a country 

where the discipline has been 

built, both in theory and prac-

tice.  The time came when I had 

to take concrete steps to pursue 

this dream, the application for 

the Fulbright scholarship. 

The application process was not 

easy. I went through a tough 

selection, where my abilities 

were challenged over and over 

again.  Being finally selected as 

a candidate for the scholarship 

was only the beginning of an-

other process that demanded 

the improvement of other skills.  

 For example, I had to write 

essays for the application, and 

this required me to further de-

velop my English, in order to 

express myself properly. I also 

had to learn about perseverance 

and patience, since the process 

is also long and tense, from the 

time the application is sent to 

the final response from the uni-

versities. This made me realize 

that being a Fulbrighter was not 

just an opportunity but an iden-

tity that required excellence and 

commitment.  I grew more ea-

ger to make the most out of the 

chance to come to an American 

university and become an am-

bassador of my country.  

I learned from Fulbright that 

they would send my application 

to Central Connecticut State 

University.  I began researching 

what this university offered to 

me and it seemed the perfect 

place to start an academic ca-

reer in America.  I began looking 

forward to being at CCSU and 

was eager to begin this new 

stage in my life. 

Coming here was at first very 

exciting, but it was also a tough 

beginning.  To leave your home 

country for the first time to live 

on your own in a different cul-

ture posed challenges that 

seemed invincible to me.  Fortu-

nately, I got to know the staff at 

CIE.  They answered my ques-

tions and guided me through the 

process of moving to the United 

States.  With their help I was 

able to overcome the simplest 

obstacles and this made my life 

on campus easier and more 

comfortable.   

Even now that I am completely 

into the health psychology re-

search area, the staff at CIE will 

be helping me on my very first 

research project.  It is a study 

that addresses the relationship 

between acculturation and 

weight in the Hispanic popula-

tion of international students.  

For me, this kind of support is 

essential as an international 

student and gives me strength 

to overcome the remaining chal-

lenges in my academic career. 

So far, being a Fulbrighter at 

CCSU has been one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my 

life.  In terms of academics I 

have been able to be at a Uni-

versity that is in touch with the 

creation of theoretical frame-

works and research methods.  

This will allow me to go back to 

my country and provide my 

service to others to improve the 

quality of life for Costa Ricans. I 

have also been able to improve 

my personal skills in order to 

adapt to American culture.   

I am grateful to this country and 

CCSU for giving me the opportu-

nity to continue my graduate 

education. 

My Exper ience as  a  Fulbr ighter  at  CCSU  

òSo far, being a 

Fulbrighter at CCSU 

has been one of the 

most rewarding 

experiences of my 

life.ó 
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Gloriana  
Rodríguez Arauz,  

Fulbright Fellow from 
Costa Rica to the United 

States  

New Univer si ty Par tner ship Agreement S igned  

Shandong Normal University is 

the latest addition to the Uni-

versity’s growing portfolio of 

overseas partner universities.  

This new partnership is an out-

growth of the work of the U.S.-

China Business Center and the 

sister-state relationships which 

has existed between Connecti-

cut and Shandong Province, 

PRC, for over twenty years.   

CCSU students may study Chi-

nese language and culture on 

the SDNU campus, which is 

located in Jinan, a beautiful city 

acclaimed by the China State 

Council as a famous historical 

and cultural city, and a major 

birthplace of Chinese civiliza-

tion.   

Established as a full bilateral 

exchange program, participat-

ing CCSU and Chinese students 

pay all tuition, fees, room and 

board to the home university 

and travel to the host university 

where they study full time for a 

single semester or full academic 

year.  CCSU will welcome six 

graduate exchange students 

from SDNU for the Spring 2008 

semester; the first cohort of 

CCSU students will study 

abroad at SDNU in Fall 2008.  

The beautiful campus of Shandong 

Normal University, CCSUõs newest 

exchange partner. 



Classroom announcements have proven to be the most effective way of recruiting students to study 

abroad.  If you would like a member of the CIE staff to come to your class(es) to make a 10-15  minute 

presentation about study abroad opportunities, let us know. 

Please contact Nancy Weissmann at extension 22217.  

Study Abroad Experience: Mannheim and Heidelberg, 2006-2007  
Meaghan Nichols, CCSU Student 

C A N  W E  C O M E  T O  YO U R  C L A S S ?  

been unable to express myself 
clearly at times, the feeling of 
achievement by the end cannot 
be matched.  

 

Of course, studying was only 
one part of the experience. 
There were many breaks, dur-
ing which I had the chance to 
travel.  I saw nine different 
countries, and countless towns 
and cities within Germany. 
When my family and friends 
asked if I was indeed studying 
during my study abroad experi-
ence, I tried to explain the 
value of travel as a learning 
experience. Beyond leaving me 
with countless pictures and 
stories, traveling afforded me 
the chance to experience differ-
ent cultures and gain new per-
spectives.  As a history student, 
visiting many of the places I 
have spent my undergraduate 
career learning about was a 
singular experience. 

 

This is not to say that the ex-
perience was without challenge. 
Adapting to a new life, largely 
on my own, in a completely 
foreign place, was sometimes 
frustrating and certainly one of 

the hardest things I’ve ever 
done.  There were days when 
things that had once amazed 
me about German culture drove 
me crazy, or when all I wanted 
was something familiar. But 
these moments were seldom, 
and I could always turn to the 
many friends I had who were 
experiencing the same conflicts. 
Many of the friends I made, 
whether from Germany, Nor-
way, Russia, or as close as 
Minnesota, have remained an 
important part of my life. Not 
only did we learn together in 
Germany, but the experience 
gave us the opportunity to 
learn about our respective 
countries and cultures as well. 

 

Studying abroad was, without a 
doubt, the best year of my life 
and the most important part of 
my time as an undergraduate. I 
cannot recommend the oppor-
tunity enough, and would en-
courage any student with a 
sense of adventure and the 
desire to learn about a new 
culture to consider being an 
exchange student.  

Rarely is one afforded the op-
portunity to reflect on them-
selves and where they are from 
in a completely foreign place.  
In my year of study in Ger-
many, I had the opportunity to 
immerse myself in a foreign 
language, meet amazing people 
from all over the world, and to 
grow as an individual. Meeting 
every new challenge, be it go-
ing to the grocery store, open-
ing a bank account, listening to 
a lecture in German, or travel-
ing to places I had only once 
dreamed of, increased my con-
fidence and taught me about 
the kind of person I am, and 
want to be.   

 

Unlike most students who stay 
in one location, I was fortunate 
enough to study in three differ-
ent cities in Germany; in Ulm 
for a two month summer lan-
guage program, followed by 
one semester each in Mann-
heim and Heidelberg. Even 
though I had taken only two 
semesters of German before 
moving there, by my second 
semester I was attending lec-
tures in German, many times 
alongside German students. 
Although I may not have under-
stood every word, or may have 

òStudying abroad 

was, without a doubt, 

the best year of my 

life and the most 

important part of my 

time as an 

undergraduate.ó 
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An aerial view of beautiful 
Heidelberg, Germany. 
 

Meaghan Nichols (left) watches 
the sunset in Naxos, Greece 
with a friend from Norway.  
The two travelled together 
during Meaghanõs year abroad 

in Germany. 

FACULTY ñSHARE YOUR EXPERTISE!  

All faculty are cordially invited to become involved in the activities of the Center for International Educa-

tion.  Have only a little time to spare?  How about working with us to bring an international guest 

speaker to campus?  Looking to travel abroad?  Stop by to learn about developing a short-term course 

abroad for Winter, Spring Break or Summer 2009.  Have a sabbatical coming up?  Consider spending 

some time teaching or conducting research at one of over 44 linkage partner universities around the 

world.     

Please contact Lisa Marie Bigelow at extension 22042.  



It was the perfect experience I 
had at Central Connecticut 
State University. Actually I am 
still having this experience.       

I was talking with my friends in 
my room at the dormitory 
where I used to stay when I 
was going to Istanbul University 
in Turkey. We were mentioning 
one of our friends who had 
been in the USA. His name was 
Harun. We also were looking at 
the pictures that Harun took in 
the USA. He must have had 
very enjoyable moments there. 
We could understand this 
clearly from the pictures. Any-
way I was also talking with my 
friends about how it would be 
perfect to study abroad.  

Then one of my friends, who 
was sitting on the corner of the 
couch without saying any words 
during the entire conservation, 
told us, "Let's go to the USA to 
study and to build up our career 
and to get out of our shells." 
Everybody was looking at him 
quietly. The silence continued a 
few seconds. We could hear 
only the cars’ horns outside.  

I broke the deep silence. "Isn't 
it too late for us to go there? 
We have already studied two 
years here."  

The other raised his voice and 
said, "We can transfer all our 
classes to another university in 
the US. I know this from my 
cousin; he went to the USA 

after he studied one year here; 
now he is working in a big com-
pany's management team."  

All of us were smiling. Were we 
going to the USA? This thought 
made us more excited. Anyway, 
we decided to search the uni-
versities in the USA. Everybody 
left my room with smiles on 
their faces that day.  

Here I was at  JF Kennedy, New 
York, America! Freedom’s land! 
I was trying to find my way to 
get to Central Connecticut State 
University. I was having trouble 
talking to people at the airport 
because of my lack of English 
skill. Anyway, luckily I was at 
Central (continued on page 6) 

The Great Experience Iõm Still Havingé 
Ahmet  Erdogan 

IELP Hosts TESOL Pract icum Students 

nal on the experience.  By the 
end of the semester, each prac-
ticum student is required to 
design and implement a mini-
mum of one full lesson plan, 
which is observed by the LING 
596 instructor, Dr. Leyla Zidani-
Eroglu.  The TESOL Practicum 
students put together a final 
portfolio, which includes a re-
flective letter from the host 
teacher. 

Margaret Johansson is 

an MS TESOL candidate who 
also works as the ESL Tutor in 
the CCSU Writing Center.  Last 
semester, she was hosted by 
Katy Braiewa, the instructor in 
IELP’s lower-intermediate Lis-
tening/Speaking class.  She 
reflects on the value of the 
experience: 

“Working with Katy gave me 
the opportunity to become an 
ESL teacher in a step-wise 
fashion. With Katy's modeling 
and guidance, I moved from a 
support role, monitoring part-
ner and group tasks and spell-
ing words on the board, to a 
proactive role, teaching two 
lessons. 

I have absorbed the IELP ethos, 
and, through the hands-
on teaching opportunity under 
the guidance of a talented host 
teacher, I am confident that I 
now have the essential under-

standing required to teach 
ESL.” 

Grant Rogers , a practicum 

student who worked with Susan 
Parra, the instructor in IELP’s 
advanced Listening/Speaking 
class, explains how the exis-
tence of the IELP on campus 
was a vital factor when making 
his decision to attend CCSU for 
his MS TESOL degree: 

“When investigating where to 
attain my Graduate degree in 
TESOL the fact that Central 
Connecticut State University 
had the presence of the IELP 
was the deciding factor and my 
expectations were more than 
met. My cooperative connection 
with the IELP students lasted 
throughout my time at CCSU. 
This is the perfect example of 
how students of various fields 
and at various stages of learn-
ing are amazing resources for 
each other. The excellent model 
that the instructors provide is 
an asset. To concurrently view 
the linguistic theory that is 
learned in the classroom be put 
into practice allows for relevant 
discussions with professors and 
an ability to deeply internalize 
lessons.  This as well as the 
instructors’ insights into the 
process of becoming a TESOL 
teacher provides reassurance 
that success is possible.” 

For nearly a decade, graduate 
students in the LING 596 
(TESOL Practicum) course have 
enjoyed the close alliance be-
tween the MS TESOL program 
and the Intensive English Lan-
guage Program (IELP).  Each 
semester, the IELP plays host 
to TESOL Practicum students, 
giving them convenient access 
to a valuable first-hand experi-
ence in an ESL classroom set-
ting.  

During the first eight weeks of 
each semester, TESOL Practi-
cum students are invited to 
observe 15 semester hours of 
IELP classes. In order to appre-
ciate the broad spectrum of the 
program’s curriculum and de-
sign, they are encouraged to 
visit classes at all levels and in 
all skill areas.  At the end of the 
observation process, the TESOL 
Practicum students write a re-
flective essay about the obser-
vation experience. 

During the second eight weeks 
of the semester, many TESOL 
Practicum students elect to 
work one-on-one with an IELP 
faculty member in an appren-
tice-mentor relationship.  Under 
this arrangement, the practi-
cum students visit their host 
IELP classroom for a minimum 
of 3 hours per week, and during 
that time serve as assistants to 
their host instructors, all the 
while keeping a reflective jour-
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Some IELP students enjoy singing songs 
with  TESOL  Practicum student  
Margaret Johansson (far left) during  
the Fall 2007 end-of-session  
celebration. 

òTo be here alone, 

far away from my 

family, taught me 

to stand on my feet,  

taught me to face 

problems, not to 

avoid them. To 

study in the USA is 

the best decision I 

have made in my 

whole life.ó   



Center for International Education 

Barnard Hall Room 123 

1615 Stanley Street 

New Britain, CT 06050 USA 

Phone: 860-832-2040 

Fax: 860-832-2047 

 

CIE FULL-TIME STAFF 

CONTACT INFO AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Dr. Paulette V. Lemma, Interim Director (832-2050 

lemma@ccsu.edu) 

¶ Overall Center operations, budget, staffing, and reporting 

Ms. Lisa Marie Bigelow, Associate Director  (832-2042 bige-

low@ccsu.edu) 

¶ Course Abroad Program administration, Linkage Agreement ne-

gotiations and renewal, Faculty Visas, Grant and Contract Train-

ing Program implementation 

Ms. Christie L. Ward, Associate Director, CIE and Coordinator, 

IELP (832-2703  wardc@ccsu.edu) 

¶ Curriculum design, instructor hiring and supervision, student 

testing and placement, marketing and student recruitment for 

the  Intensive English Language Program 

Ms. Toyin Ayeni, Coordinator, International Student and 

Scholar Services  (832-2052 Ayeni_olu@ccsu.edu) 

¶ Immigration advising, programming, and orientation for F-1 and 

J-1 international students 

Ms. Nancy Weissmann, Interim International Education Coor-

dinator (832-2217 WeissmannN@ccsu.edu) 

¶ Marketing, recruitment, placement and administration of study 

abroad program 

Ms. Betty Surowiec, Administrative Assistant, CIE (832-2044 

surowiec@ccsu.edu 

Ms. Carmetta Williams, Secretary II, IELP   (832-3376 wil-

liamsc@ccsu.edu) 

C E N T R A L  C O N N E C T I C U T  

S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

W W W . C C S U . E D U / C I E  

Mrs. Oluwatoyin Ayeni is the Interna-

tional Student and Scholar Services Co-

ordinator at Central Connecticut State 

University. Originally from Nigeria, Ms. 

Ayeni completed her Bachelor and Mas-

ter degree in Microbiology in her home 

country, after which she proceeded to 

the United Kingdom (Cardiff, Wales) for 

about two years before journeying to the 

United States.  

She also worked on a career change by 

completing an MBA in international busi-

ness. She is married with 2 children and 

her husband is a Professor at Eastern 

Connecticut State University. 

As the International Student Coordina-

tor, her major responsibilities include 

serving as the Principal Immigration 

Advisor to International, Exchange stu-

Meet the CIE Staf f : Toyin Ayeni 

Toyin Ayeni, Coordinator, Interna-

tional Student and Scholar Services 

before dawn. I did all my paper work with the Interna-
tional Adviser. Everybody helped me generously that day.  

Being a student in another country (in the USA) added a 
lot of things to my perspective and widened my view of 
the world. Now I think more globally. My experience be-
ing in the USA has improved my personality and educa-
tional background. To be here alone, far away from my 
family, taught me to stand on my feet, taught me to face 
problems, not to avoid them. To study in the USA is the 
best decision I have ever made in my whole life. I had 
very unforgettable moments in IELP. Everybody was kind 
to me and to all others international students as well.  

I am still having this great experience. I am still a stu-
dent at Central Connecticut State University, majoring in 
International Business and proud to be a student here. I 
am still on the way to reach my goal.  

As a result I am not the person who I used to be 3 years 
ago. That's made me feel more grown-up. Thank you all. 

dents and Scholars on issues relating to 

their F-1 or J-1 visa status. In addition, she 

develops and administers international 

student orientation, cultural adjustment 

and advising programs for all international, 

exchange and scholars at Central Connecti-

cut State University. She serves as the 

Primary Designated School Official and 

Responsible Officer working closely with 

the Department of Homeland Security on 

behalf of the university and enrolled stu-

dents and scholars. 

She advises international students regu-

larly on day to day concerns and anxieties 

associated with living in an environment 

foreign to them, while at the same time 

balancing the duties of working with the 

deadlines associated with immigration 

regulations. 

Great Exper ience. . .   
(cont inued f rom page 5) 


