
Amendments to General Education Proposal 

Each Amendment must be moved and seconded for discussion and 
subsequent vote. 

Because of the number of amendments, discussion will be limited according 
to restrictions to be announced on 4/23/12 

 

1 

Allow variable credit (3 or 4) for the Critical Inquiry Seminars, which 
includes the possibility of allowing the requirement to be filled by one 3- 
credit course, two 2-credit courses, or one 4-credit course. [Proposed by 
the University Curriculum Committee] 

2 

400-level courses in General Education cannot be taken for graduate 
credit, and 400-level courses bearing graduate credit cannot be taken for 
General Education credit.  [Proposed by the University Curriculum 
Committee] 

3 

Students may take no more than nine credits in any single course 
designator (e.g. ENG, HIST…) in any one of the four Areas of General 
Education. [Proposed by the Department of English] 

4* SEE RATIONALE BELOW 

Change descriptions of two Core Areas 

Change Core Area 2  [note deletion of phrase] 

from: 

Self, Community and Society, to examine the relationship between 
individuals, their communities, and the wider societies in which they 
live. Including but not limited to courses in the social and behavioral 
sciences. 



to: 

Self, Community and Society, to examine the relationship between 
individuals, their communities, and the wider societies in which they 
live.  

Change Core Area 3 [note addition of phrase] 

from:  

Scientific Inquiry, because science is essential for understanding the 
world around us. Including but not limited to courses in the natural and 
physical sciences. 

to:  

Scientific Inquiry, because science is essential for understanding 
individuals, our social and cultural context and the natural and physical 
world.  A minimum of 3 hours must come from the natural or physical 
sciences. [Proposed by the Department of Psychology] 

5 

Change description of Core Area 2: Add the phrase below that appears in 
ALL CAPS 

Self, Community and Society (6 cr. Minimum), EMPHASIZING 
DEVELOPMENT OF WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
AND including but not limited to courses in social and behavioral sciences. 
[Proposed by the Department of Communication].  

6  Two different motions to add a fifth Core Area on Wellness. 

6a 

A Wellness requirement (that would be satisfied by PE 144 and possibly 
other classes) be added to the design proposed by the Ad Hoc committee. 
[Proposed by the University Curriculum Committee] 

6b  

See bold additions 



(Page 3 of Revised Gen Ed Report) The revised General Education Program 
should consist of five core areas, four of which students must complete at least 
six credits and one in which the students must complete at least two credits. 

The Wellness requirement approved by the University Curriculum Committee 
would fall under the General Education course requirements as follows: 

General Education course requirements include: 

 1.  Foundations (6-7 credits) 

  a.  ENG 110 Freshman Composition (3 or 4 credits) 

  b.  Critical Inquiry Seminar [CIS] (4 credits) 

 2.  Areas of General Education (minimum 26 credits) as follows: 

a.  Artistic and Intellectual Expression (6 credits minimum), 
including but not limited to courses in the arts and humanities 

b.  Self, Community and Society (6 credits minimum), including but 
not limited to courses in the social and behavioral sciences 

c.  Scientific Inquiry (6 credits minimum), including but not limited to 
courses in the natural and physical sciences, technology, and 
engineering 

d.  Mathematical Reasoning (6 credits minimum), including but not 
limited to courses in mathematics and statistics 

e.  Wellness  (2 credits minimum), including but not limited to 
courses in fitness, emotional well-being, nutrition, and 
personal health for the purpose of promoting a lifetime of 
healthy behaviors 

The General Education Program should consist of five core areas, four of 
which students must complete at least six credits and one in which the 
students must complete at least two credits. 

a.  Artistic and Intellectual Expression (6 credits minimum), including but 
not limited to courses in the arts and humanities 

b.  Self, Community and Society (6 credits minimum), including but not 
limited to courses in the social and behavioral sciences 



c.  Scientific Inquiry (6 credits minimum), including but not limited to 
courses in the natural and physical sciences, technology, and engineering 

d.  Mathematical Reasoning (6 credits minimum), including but not limited 
to courses in mathematics and statistics 

e.  Wellness  (2 credits minimum), including but not limited to 
courses in fitness, emotional well-being, nutrition, and personal 
health for the purpose of promoting a lifetime of healthy behaviors. 
[Proposed by the Department of Physical Education and Human 
Performance]   

7 

Limit double-counting to no more than eight credits from any one of the four 
Areas of General Education. [Proposed by the Department of English] 

8  

[The first of two amendments on the Foreign Language Proficiency 
Requirement] 

Add to the current proposal a requirement for foreign language proficiency 
equivalent to two semesters of study.  In other words, the current 
requirement, except it can’t be satisfied with high school seat time alone: 
entering students would take a proficiency test, and if they didn’t meet the 
proficiency requirement, they would have to take the appropriate classes.   
[Proposed by the Department of English] 
 

9 

[The second of two amendments on the Foreign Language Proficiency 
Requirement] 

Delete from item C.1.a of the design the clause which requires entering 
Freshmen (or an adequate sample thereof) with at least three sequential 
years of one foreign language to be proficiency tested. The item will now 
read simply: "Three sequential years of one foreign language at the high 
school level."   [Proposed by the University Curriculum Committee] 

10 



Reinstate into the current proposal the Literature (or “L”) requirement. 
[Proposed by the Department of English] 
 

11 

Reinstate into the current proposal the International (or “I”) requirement. 
[Proposed by the Department of English] 
 

12 

Reinstate into the current proposal a lab science requirement in the natural 
or physical sciences.   [Proposed by the Department of English] 
 
13* SEE RATIONALE BELOW 
 
Delete B.1.b. “Critical Inquiry Seminar” and in its place put First Year 
Seminar (3-4 cr.), with an explanatory note saying that Faculty Director of 
FYE will work towards a gradual transition from FYS to CIS, to the extent that 
such a transition makes educational sense and sufficient faculty and other 
resources are dedicated to the proposed CIS program [Proposed by FYE 
Coordinator, Chris Pudlinski} 

14 

Be it resolved that the current Social Science and Behavioral Science 
distributions (six s.h. each, 12 s.h. total) be merged into a single category 
named Social and Behavioral Sciences, with nine hours of course work 
required. Furthermore, within this category students must take courses in 
three separate disciplines, with at least one course at the two hundred level 
or above. Students must also take all courses for this distribution outside 
their major, if majoring in one of the Social and Behavioral Science. 
[Proposed by the Department of Anthropology] 

 

 

* 

RATIONALE FOR #4: Rationale from the Department of Psychological 
Science.  In the current general education system, scientific inquiry is 



represented broadly through course work in the natural, behavioral and social 
sciences.  In the proposed scheme, social and behavioral science classes will 
most likely be in a core area called "Self, Community & Society".  Self, 
Community & Society is vague. The proposed general education scheme implies 
that "Scientific Inquiry" is effectively limited to the natural and physical sciences. 
This scheme, if adopted without revision, is inconsistent with a general inclusive 
definition of science that includes a substantive role for psychological science 
and other behavioral and social sciences.  The debate about social and 
behavioral sciences, as sciences, is “settled law”.  For example, psychologists 
and other social and behavioral scientists are eligible for funding through the 
National Science Foundation.  We are eligible for the National Medal of Science 
and have been since the passage of Public Law 96-516 by the United State 
Congress and its subsequent signature into law by the President in 1980 (The 
National Science Foundation Authorization and Science and Technology Equal 
Opportunities Act; see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Medal_of_Science) 

Typical general education classes from our Department such as Introduction to 
Psychology (Psy 112) and Lifespan Development (Psy 236) are vehicles for 
personal growth and self-understanding. They also serve to promote the 
understanding of connections between individuals, the community and broader 
world.  But that growth and understanding is based on exposing students to the 
underlying psychological science. Through understanding the science, our 
students learn about the brain and neural system, development, cognition, 
perception, learning, emotions, normal and abnormal functioning, treatment and 
health, etc. In short, psychological science is an evidence based discipline.   

The Department of Psychological Science considers the placement of our 
classes in general education to be a key issue of self-determination. We have 
repeatedly been told that we will have self determination, yet the most recent 
revision  includes specific language that clearly suggests that social and 
behavioral science classes “belong” in "Self, Community & Society" and not in 
“Scientific Inquiry”. Since the process being used requires adoption of a general 
education scheme before an implementation process is approved, the 
Department must know which classes will go in which areas beyond vague 
assurances in order for us to make an informed decision enabling us to vote on 
this extremely important matter. 

 
RATIONALE FOR #13 

While the new Critical Inquiry Seminars are a great idea theoretically, I see 
the implementation and creation of 60+ sections of these seminars (even if 
taught across all departments and schools) every Fall as a pipe dream, 
lacking administrative support and funding and full faculty buy-in.  Would 
departments be able to teach 2-3 sections of the CIS (critical thinking and 
inquiry) courses instead of offering FYE section(s) of the first course in one’s 



major?  With ENG110 now a separate requirement, wouldn’t I have to 
replace those 10 FYE sections of ENG110 with other options anyway?  So 
while this proposal creates problems for scheduling enough FYE sections, 
the bigger issue is that the CIS proposal may be like FYE was for its first 
decade (a requirement included in the 1997 Gen.Ed. revision that was never 
fulfilled by sufficient sections for ALL first-year students until 2009 (11 years 
after its implementation)). 

 

 

 
 


