
Resolution for Faculty Senate 
 
Whereas Robert M. Gates has been given the privilege of delivering the Robert Vance Lecture 
on November 8, 2011 at Central Connecticut State University, and 
 
Whereas by serving as Secretary of Defense for both the G.W. Bush and Barak Obama 
administrations Dr. Gates is emblematic of the bipartisan nature of the U.S militarism, and 
 
Whereas Robert Gates contributed to the Iran-Contra events and covert terror operations directed 
against Nicaragua, Cuba and other countries, and 
 
Whereas the actions of Robert Gates have contributed to hundreds of thousands of civilian 
casualties in Iraq, Afghanistan, and many other countries throughout the world as well as the 
deaths of over 5,000 American soldiers and traumatic injuries to thousands more, and 
 
Whereas the Gates endorsed “War on Terror” has been accompanied by an assault on civil 
liberties, including attacks on the first, fourth, and fifth amendments to the U.S. constitution, 
particularly resulting in discrimination against Moslem residents of the United States, and 
 
Whereas the billions of dollars expended by the Pentagon during the last ten years would have 
been better invested on education, infrastructure and meeting other human needs, and 
 
Whereas this invitation takes place at a time when thousands of working people, including 
CCSU students, staff and faculty are mobilizing in demonstrations and occupations as part of a 
struggle for peace and justice, and 
 
Whereas, the Faculty Senate is on record in support of movements for peace and justice,  
 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Faculty Senate of Central Connecticut State University joins 
with others in expressing our disapproval of the selection of Robert M. Gates for the Vance 
lecture, and 
 
Further be it resolved, that the Faculty Senate encourage students and faculty to participate in 
educational activities focused on the role of the U.S. military in the world today, from November 
2 - 8 
 
Further be it resolved that the Faculty Senate encourages students, faculty, and members of the 
community to peacefully protest on November 8, 2011, the presence of Robert M. Gates on this 
campus and the military and foreign policies of the Obama administration.  


