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The United States Marine Corps

is a living example of the way pride and tradition can motivate a fighting force. As soon as he joins the Corps
a Marine learns that his traditions are as much a part of his equipment as his pack or rifle.

These traditions—Iloyalty to country and to Corps, self-sacrifice, devotion to duty, discipline and versa-
tility, all of which are summed up in the phrase “ESPRIT DE CORPS''—make the Marines of today a brother
in arms with the thousands of Marines who have preceded him.

This reputation has been building ever since November 10, 1775, the day that the Continental Congress
resolved that two battalions of Marines should be formed. From this moment on Marines have taken part in
every action, large or small, in which the United States has been compelled to defend itself.

The pageantry and world wide service of the Marine Corps is symbolized in its insignia—the globe, fouled
anchor and surmounting eagle holding in its bill the motto of the Corps, ‘‘Semper Fidelis,” or “Always Faithful."
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Mission of the United States Marine Corps

THE MARINE CORPS shall be organized, trained, and equipped to provide fleet marine forces
of combined arms, together with supporting air components, for service with the fleet in
the seizure or defense of advanced naval bases and for the conduct of such land operations as
may be essential to the prosecution of a naval campaign.

It shall be the duty of the Marine Corps to develop, in coordination with the Army and the
Air Force, those phases of amphibious operations which pertain to the tactics, technique,
and equipment employed by landing forces.

In addition, the Marine Corps shall provide detachments and organizations for service on
armed vessels of the Navy, shall provide security detachments for the protection of naval
property at naval stations and bases, and shall perform such other duties as the President
may direct: provided, that such additional duties shall not detract from or interfere with the
operations for which the Marine Corps is primarily organized.

The Marine Corps shall be responsible, in accordance with integrated joint mobilization
p;ans. for the expansion of peacetime components of the Marine Corps to meet the needs
of war.

National Security Act, 1947
as amended

Raising the Colors at the Marine Barracks in Washington, D. C.
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Amphibious Operations

AS STATED IN ITS MISSION, the Marine Corps is organized, equipped and trained to provide Fleet Marine Forces for
service with the U. S. Fleet. This alert land, sea and air team is the basis of the Marine's fighting power.

Working with the Fleet, these forces are able to seize and defend advanced bases. Using the techniques of close
air support and vertical envelopment, they are capable of seizing beachheads or making overland attacks.







