
Notes 

1
 The Name Bamenda from Linguistic evidence was given by the Germans to correspond roughly to the 

conglomerations of the ethnic entities and people that were scattered all over the present North West 

Region .It was viewed by this research to be a continuum of a grassy land surface occupied by the people 

who could all be branded as the Menda People. The Ba affixes therefore made the area to be called 

Bamenda meaning the people of Menda or the piece of Land occupied by the people of Menda. See Paul 

N. Nkwi and J.P Warnier (1986) Elements of a History of the Western Grassfields ,Sally Chilver and P. 

Kaberry eds (1963), West African Kingdoms of the 19 th and 20
th
 Century and P M. Kaberry(1956) 

Tradiional Bamenda 

 

2
 N.P.Nkwi,(1989) German Presence in the western Grassfields1891-1913: Agerman Colonial 

Account,pp.38-9 

 

3
 This is the system that was fine- tuned by the British and branded as Indirect Rule. Lord Frederick 

Lugard came to  be known as the colonial high priest if not, the apostle of this programme wrote the Bible 

of the Indirect Rule System in The Dual Mandates in British Tropical Africa published in 1922. 

 

4
 Francis B.Nyamnjoh “ Out traditions are Modern and Our Modernities Traditional: Chieftaincy and 

Democracy in Contemporary Africa”WWW.codesra.org 

 

5
 See Evans Pritchard,( ) African Political Systems for a broad-based typology of centralised traditional 

system of administration. 

 

6
 See Davidson Basil (….),Lost Cities of Africa,(…..)The Black Mans’ Burden and George 

Gwane(2002)Which Way Africa 

 



7
 N.M. Mbile (2006) The Cameroon Political Story: Memories of an Authentic Eye Witness erroneously 

describe these political conscious class of people as blind sorts of individuals who always cajoled their 

oligarchy fons to cast blind votes in the case of any election 

 

8
 Ibid.p… 

 

9
 The platitudes of this conviction have been variously documented See N.N Mbile(1999)Cameroon 

Political story: Authentic Eye Witness, Limbe :Presbyterian Printing Press,pp148-50, V.J.Ngoh (2011) 

The Untold Story of Cameroon Unification, Limbe: Presprint Plc,pp.11-13 

 

10
 Discussion of the issues leading to the reunification of the British and the French  Cameroons with Hon 

Tamfu 82 on March 4
th
 2003 in his Nkambe residence. An important element which he pointed out in our 

discussion that was never considered in validating the plebiscite results was the matter of geographical 

proximity though in our opinion this could create an amorphous situation more fragile to handle than the 

new political topography designed by the plebiscite result. 

 

11
 See V.J. Ngoh,The Untold Story,p.12. 

 

12
 See P.M.Kale (1967),Political Evolutions in the Cameroons, the K.P.P. Political Philosophy and file 

Vc/d/b 1959.No S94/bo1,II,NAB.The U PC that had been given some grim political pardon to fetch 

adherents in Southern Cameron both bulge and muscle this thinking of a united platform. 

 

13
 N.N.Mbile, (1999) Cameroon Political Story, p.140. 

 



14
 British colonial Reports on the separation of Southern Cameroons from Nigeria, C O 554/1661,File No 

WAF 16/440/02,PRO also see movement for the unification of the two trust territories of Cameroons 

quoted by Ngoh on file No CO 554/1745 of WAF 33/78/02,PRO 

 

15
 Mbile, Cameroon Political Story,p.162 elaborately paraphrased and quoted by Joseph Ebune in “ The 

making of the Federal System” in Victor Julius ,Ngoh ed. (2004) Cameroon, From Federal to Unitary 

state 1961-1972: A Critical Study,p.62.N.B. Slotted emphases in the text are mine. 

 

16
 See Ngoh, The Untold Story,pp.54-55,Mbile, Cameroon Political Story,pp.163,Emmanuel 

Aloanggamo, Aka (2002) The British Southern Cameroons 1922-1961: A study in Colonialism and 

Underdevelopment, Madison USA, Nkemjo Global Tech.pp.240-44.He devotes whole chapter to sustain 

this debate and styled the Foumban constitutional arrangements as a “fiesta and the betrayal of the 

Cameroon Unification”.  

 

17
 E.A.Aka, the British Southern Cameroons,p.251. Interpolations in the square brackets are mine. 

 

18
 The absence of Endeley on account of ill health created no qualms for his consent was sufficiently 

sought. 

 

19
 See file No 5.Vc/b 196/1, NAB dealing extensively on matters leading to and the conduct of the 

personality in the Bamenda All party conference. This file also implants the Key issues that were 

identified in the Constitution of the soon to be born “Federal republic of Cameroon. 

 

20
 Willard R.,Johnson,(1970) The Cameroon Federal: Political Integration in a Fragmentary Society, 

New York: Princeton University press,pp.170-1 

 



21
 See ibid file on the Bamenda all party meeting of June 26

th
 to 28

th
 . 

 

22
 Douala happened to be the capital of German Kamerun up to 1909 when it was moved over to 

Yaounde. By wishing that the capital be moved back to Yaounde they were hoped to remake Kamerun 

according to all time tradition. It is also imagined which was the proximity of Douala to Buea the 

Southern Cameroons capital.  To see how the transfer was done see Harry Ruddins, Germans in the 

Cameroons……..? 

 

23
 See ibid, File No 5.Vc./bof1961 NAB 

 

24
 For a full screen profile of attendance, deliberations and expectations during this Conference see M. 

Frank Stark article titled “Federalism in Cameroon: The Shadow and the Reality” in Ndiva Kofele Kale  

eds., 1980, An African Experiment in Nation Building, The Bilingual Cameroon Since Independence, 

Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press. 

 

25
 France and Britain in their mandate assignments in Cameroon fought hard to implant the kind of 

administration that suited their philosophy of governance.  

 


